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SUBJECT: 63RD SESSION OP ECOSOC: PLO MEMBERSHIP ISSUE IN ECWA 

REF: STATE 148786 

1 . EMBOFP DISCUSSED IN DEPTH REF ISSUE JULY 8 WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OPPICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR UN AFFAIRS. OFFICIAL SAID 

GOVE HAD ALREADY RECEIVED SIMILAR DEMARCHE ON SAME SUBJECT PROM 
ISRAELIS HERE AND THAT GOV IS PULLY AWARE THAT ARABS WILL PUSH HARD 
IN ECOSOC MEETING FOR APPROVAL OF PLO MEMBERSHIP. EMBOPF, DRAWING 
ON POINTS REFTEL, SPECIPICALLY ASKED FOR GOV SUPPORT AND CONSULT- 
ATIONS DURING ECOSOC MEETING. OPFICIAL REPLIED THAT POREIGN MINISTRY 
HAS NOT YET OPFICIALLY TAKEN A POSITION AND IS AWAITING FURTHER 
INPORMATION ON EXACT PROCEDURAL STATUS OP ISSUE PROM ITS ECOSOC 
DELEGATION BEPORE DECIDING. IN HIS PERSONAL OPINION, HE SAID ARAB 
STANCE WAS "GREATLY EXAGGERATED," AND ADDED FURTHER THAT IN ALL 
LIKELIHOOD, GOV WOULD OPT FOR AN ABSTENTION BECAUSE OP 
ITS OPEC TIES. 

2. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE OFPICIAL IS ACCURATELY REELECTING 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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GOV VIEWS AND THAT AN ABSTENTION IS PROBABLY THE BEST WE CAN 
ACHIEVE WITH VENEZUELA ON THIS ITEM. 

VAKY 
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